/,’ OFFICIAL ‘\\

{ 2 SELECTION N b
4 \

§ oooumee Y
\' IN THE NATION'’S CAPITAL "/

N 2020 A

HE DN CHORLS

WWWWWWWWWWWWWW



ABOUT THEFILM

A CINEMATIC MEDITATION OF THE DAWN
OF MAY 3, 2020 AS OBSERVED FROM
AROUND THE WORLD DURING THE
COVID-19 LOCKDOWN

Part covid diary, part meditation on rebirth in the
midst of crisis, The Dawn Chorus is a global film
project consisting of cinematic and contemplative
scenes of dawn captured on May 3, 2020 -
International Dawn Chorus Day - from all over the
globe weaved together into a lyrical meditation on
the first light and sounds of the day. All scenes were
captured safely by professional and amateur
filmmakers and sound recordists from their unique
vantage point while on lockdown. The film pieces
together footage of the dawn of May 3, 2020 into a
singular experience as a metaphor for hope as we
pause and contemplate the version of ourselves and
the world we will bring forward as the dawn breaks
on this trying time.




WE MUST LEARN TO REAWAKEN AND KEEP OURSELVES
AWAKE, NOT BY MECHANICAL AID, BUT BY AN INFINITE
EXPECTATION OF THE DAWN.

HENRY DAVID THOREAU
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FEATURING

35 FILMMAKERS /13 COUNTRIES
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Fred Bell

Caitlin Carroll & Brad Forder
Marco Coslovich
Kevin Driedger
Ewan Dryburgh
Adam Forrester
Laura Giannone & Simon Houk
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Anna Kolber
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Benjamin Kitzinger
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Daniel Kunz
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Aaron O’Sullivan
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Patrick Shen
Palomi Rant Sheth
Tiar Simorangkir
Soumaya & Ahmed Snoussi
Terrance Stewart
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Janos Tedeschi
Mark van Tongeren
loanna Tsoucala
Andy Tzou
Brandon Vedder

Chennai, India
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Washington, DC

Trieste, Italy

Three Rivers, Michigan
Winchester, United Kingdom
Atlanta, Georgia

Joyce, Washington
Enniskillen, Ireland
Indianapolis, Indiana
Garvanza, California

Los Angeles, California
Tabio, Colombia

San Diego, California
Brighton, United Kingdom
Bellmund, Switzerland
Duarte, California

Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Oakland, California

Lake Tahoe CA

Battambang Province, Cambodia

Monrovia, California
Venice, California
Jakarta, Indonesia
Bizerte, Tunisia
Glendale, California
Yerevan, Armenia
Jura, Switzerland
Longtan, Taiwan
Attica, Greece

Los Angeles, California
Auburn, California



Patrick Shen
Monrovia, California




[BACKGROUND]

SYMBOLISM OF
THE DAWN

For thousands of years across cultures, the sunrise has
been a sacred time for personal and community rituals.
This change from night to day has long been a powerful
and transformative time for spiritual practice. Sunrise
symbolizes new beginnings, resurrection, and renewal.

- The Newgrange monument is located northeastern
Ireland and is thought to date back to about 3200
B.C. During sunrise on the winter solstice, the sun
pours into the main chambers.

- The aboriginal sunrise ceremony is one of oldest
traditions of the First Nation culture. “A sunrise
ceremony is to watch the sun come up, to see if that
sun will acknowledge us, to give us energy we need
for the day. If a person is true and honest to himself or
herself, if their prayers are strong that morning, they
can see the sun dance.” -Madonna O’Nabigon, Cree
Nation

- The Apache Sunrise Ceremony is an arduous 4-day
ceremony that an Apache girl goes through after her
first menstruation. For over 70 years it was banned by
the U.S. government. With the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act of 1978, the Sunrise ceremony
could openly be practiced on reservations again.

 International Dawn Chorus Day has grown from a
small event in Birmingham in the 1980s to a global
annual celebration, enjoyed in over eighty countries.
Held annually on the first Sunday in May, people rise
early to listen to bird song at organized events.

At first sign of the sun, people hold up their hands
to greet the light in an Aymara celebration of the
winter solstice in Bolivia. Photo by Jose Luis Quintana
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WHAT WE HEAR WHEN WE}'LISTEN TO THE DAWN
CHORUS CIRCLE THE PLANET IS WE REALLY
HEARLIFE AWAKEN TO THE FUTURE.

GORDON HEMPTON



CREDITS

PRODUCED BY Patrick Shen + Brandon Vedder
DIRECTED + EDITED BY Patrick Shen
SOUND RE-RECORDING MIXER Matt Mikkelsen
MUSIC BY Masayoshi Fujita (Erased Tapes Records)

CONTACT

THE CINEMA GUILD info@cinemaguild.com
North American Sales

TRANSCENDENTAL MEDIA info@transcendfilms.com
Production Company

Website dawnchorusfilm.com
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